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Bill Katz, Svend Dahl : Dahl's History of the Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Dahl's History of the Book: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CarlMade no impresion on me.1 of 2 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810828529


following review helpful. good starting pointBy D. MinkRead this for my "HIstory of the Book" library science class. 
Good overview. Fine place to start for a general overview of the subject, plenty of entry points to go deeper.0 of 30 

people found the following review helpful. All the Things You Need to Know About Foreign Countries.By A 
CustomerAs an artist I travel alot because it is required of me, but when one tours a country they'll never truly know 

what to expect, especially since tour guides only reveal the good things about their country. This book is really 
excellent for people who are interested in not only the physical beauty of a country, but its social and political 

standings. It's very informative and gets staight to the point.

From cave paintings to computers, this overview of the history of books and communication is written for the 
layperson and student. It provides clear information on how books shaped and reflected major social, political, and 

literary developments. As a general guide, it moves from the earliest writing in the Middle East and Egypt to Greece, 
Rome, and early Christian contributions to book production and literacy. Major sections discuss publishing during the 
Middle Ages and how the invention of printing drastically changed and improved the distribution of knowledge. Later 
chapters take the reader from the age of encyclopedias in the seventeenth century to the great technological advances 

of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.For those who wish to pursue specific areas in the history of the book in 
greater detail, there are three parts devoted to additional reading with descriptive, critical annotations: general histories 

and bibliographies, scribes and printers, and printing to the modern period. Extensive notes and documentation will 
lead to additional sources.

...Katz's work offers the neophyte a handy guide to the terrain. (Rare Books And Manuscripts Librarian)The book is 
packed with dates, names and facts and provides information on how books shaped and reflected major social, 

political and literary developments. (Koob Stra)Bill Katz...has rewritten Dahl's work with fluid rhetoric...Katz has 
integrated the voices of current authorities on the subject of the history of the book in order to bring this third edition 

up to date...very perusable...has a large potential audience for those with even the mildest fascination for the history of 
the book. (pilogue)Throughout the volume the evolution of book and archival material repositories is illustrated with 

examples of significant libraries from different historical periods and geographical regions. (LC)...overview of the 
history of books and communications...written for the layperson and student. (Jal Guide To Professional 

Literature)About the AuthorBill Katz, Professor, School of Information Science Policy, SUNY-Albany, has written 
and edited numerous works on reference materials. 


