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Darcy Kuronen : Musical Instruments: MFA Highlights  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Musical Instruments: MFA Highlights: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of an excellent seriesBy DrThe Museum of Fine Arts Boston is 
publishing a series of Handbooks-- some have the word Handbook or HightlightsThe backflip briefly states the aimTo 
make available the greatest masterworks in the MFATo provide an informative ,readable overview of various artistic 
genres,cultures and periods, for the use of students, visitors and scholarsAnd over time to create a library that will act 

as a general tour ofworldart through the ages2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Superbly enhanced with 
120 full color illustrationsBy Midwest Book ReviewStrongly recommended, especially for music school and 

community library Music History Studies reference collections and supplemental reading lists, Musical Instruments, 
author Darcy Kuronen showcases more than one hundred examples of drawn from the Museum of Fine Arts (Boston) 
collection exemplifying musical instruments down through the centuries and across a diversity of cultures both ancient 

and contemporary. The pieces range from an ancient Greek Trumpet to a modern lap steel guitar, from simple 
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earthenware panpipes to the exotic and sophisticatedly complex Indonesian gamelan. Superbly enhanced with 120 full 
color illustrations, Musical Instruments provides the reader with a full and comprehensive introduction highlighting 

the artistry and significance of musical instruments and their impact upon human civilizations.

Musical instruments are among the most meaningful artifacts produced by humankind, a marriage of technology, 
artistry, symbolism, religion and entertainment. Musical Instruments presents over 100 examples from the MFA's 

world-renowned collection, spanning a breadth of centuries and cultures, offering a brilliant array of instruments as 
producers of both aural and visual delight. The pieces shown here--which range from an ancient Greek trumpet to a 

modern lap steel guitar, from earthenware panpipes to the phenomenally complex Indonesian gamelan--are remarkable 
not only for the myriad sounds they produce, but also for their attractive, at times breathtaking, extraordinarily varied 
physical aspects. As objects of both cultural expression and sculptural craft, these are among the most exquisite and 
intriguing instruments ever created. More than a mere picture book, however, this latest title in the MFA Highlights 

series offers, as do its companion volumes, an accessible introduction to the genre, bringing to the fore the full 
richness, artistry and significance of musical instruments around the world.


