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Derek Roberts : Mystery, Novelty, and Fantasy Clocks (Schiffer Book for Collectors)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mystery, Novelty, and Fantasy Clocks 

(Schiffer Book for Collectors): 

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. wrong editionBy Chicago sent the wrong edition of this book. The 
earlier edition, though, is full of fantastic photos and great descriptions of rare novelty and mystery clocks. Great 
reference and coffee table picture book.0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Very niceBy D. OttEasy 

transaction, fast shipment and the book was in very good condition. Really nice all the way around. Thank you!

Since the 13th century, a few special public clocks have included the movement of the sun, moon, earth and other 
planets, and from those early days Jacks were devised as human figures which actually "struck" the hours. Soon 

thereafter, automata appeared as mechanical figures that performed many and various acts, such as the four knights on 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0764308734


horseback who joust on the hour at the Wells Cathedral in England. Over 300 clocks, for buildings or tabletops, which 
do far more than tell time, are presented here with concise historical explanations, detailed drawings, and clear color 
photography. 22 chapters examine the amazing mystery, novelty, and fantasy clocks that display magical acts, appear 

to require no power to drive them, or have no apparent connection between the movement and the hands. Famous 
makers in England, Germany, France, and Switzerland created these special clocks which became treasures of royalty 

throughout Europe and Asia, particularly in Chinese courts. Clocks with mysterious, novel, and fantastic features 
continue to be made up to the present for retailers such as Asprey and Cartier. For over 700 years these amazing clocks 

have delighted and challenged all who witness their makers' ingenuity.

About the AuthorDerek Roberts is a leading historian of horology. He has studied, collected, written about, and sold 
some of the most sophisticated clocks in the world for thirty years from Tonbridge, Kent, England. 


