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W. W. Greener : The Gun and Its Development  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Gun and Its Development: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Much better than expected!By IGot2PIf you are one bit interested in 
weapons or the history thereof (especially guns), then this is the book for you. Even if you are not a gun person, this is 

simply a great history book. Besides the great contents the book looks great with its leather bound cover and gold 
edged pages. All in all, this book was a "must have" for me even though I didn't know it before I ordered.2 of 2 people 

found the following review helpful. InterestingBy Keep It PrivateThis book had a lot of information. I love the fact 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1616088427


that it started from the "beginning of time". Interesting pictures, facts, and general information regarding firearms. I 
did not realize that this book was written as long ago as it was. Love the pic of the Queen!0 of 0 people found the 

following review helpful. The gun and it's developmentBy nodrogA real classic! An absolute eye opener for modern 
shooters as to the skill levels attained in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century! This period was a golden 
period for gun development and gunmakers such as WW Greener were in the forefront of developments. In the 

modern age of mass production it is amazing to realise the extent the early gunsmiths went to in order to produce the 
"best" english gun. The information supplied in this book can only enrich readers and gun enthusiasts alike regarding 

all aspects of shooting and gun collecting. This book is a MUST for all serious gun enthusiasts!

First published in Great Britain in 1881 and subsequently revised nine times between then and 1910, The Gun and Its 
Development traces the fascinating history of weaponry: the obscure, ancient origins of the slingshot and the bow, the 

invention of the crossbow, possibly around 1000 AD; the introduction of gunpowder into Europe in the fourteenth 
century; the development of sporting and military guns over the centuries thereafter; and the rise of modern, mass-
produced firearms in the early twentieth century.Chapters cover early to modern handguns; gunpowder ignition 

methods from fuses and flintlocks to percussion fulminates; shotguns; hammerless guns; ejector guns; the history of 
the firearms industry; manufacturing methods and their development in Britain, America, and elsewhere; how to use 

and handle different types of guns; ballistics; the development of rifling and smokeless powder; and much more. 
Copiously illustrated with photographs and marvelous engravings, The Gun and Its Development is the classic, 

authoritative reference work on the subject, certain to be of great interest to marksmen, hunters, gun collectors, and 
anyone interested in military or industrial history.

From the Back CoverFirst published in Great Britain in 1881 and subsequently revised nine times between that date 
and 1910, The Gun and Its Development traces the fascinating history of weaponry from the obscure, ancient origins 

of the slingshot and the bow and continuing on to the invention of the crossbow, possibly around 1000 a.d.; the 
introduction of gunpowder into Europe in the 14th century; the development of sporting and military guns over the 

centuries thereafter; and the rise of modern, factory-mass-produced firearms in the early 20th century.Individual 
chapters cover early to modern handguns; gunpowder ignition methods from fuses and flintlocks to percussion 

fulminates; shotguns; hammerless guns; ejector guns; the history of the firearms industry; manufacturing methods and 
their development in Britain, America, and elsewhere; how to use and handle different types of guns; ballistics; the 

development of rifling and smokeless powder; and much more.Copiously illustrated with photographs and marvelous 
engravings, The Gun and Its Development is the classic, authoritative reference work on the subject, certain to be of 
great interest to marksmen, hunters, gun collectors, and anyone interested in military or industrial history. (6 x 9, 846 
pages, illustrations, charts)William Wellington Greener (1834-1921) was a world-renowned expert on the history of 

guns, and a pioneer in both the development of modern firearms-especially choke barrels for shotguns-and in the 
metallurgy and machining processes used in their manufacture. 


