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From Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center : The Gutenberg Bible at the Harry Ransom Center: CD-
ROM Edition (Latin Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 

all praised The Gutenberg Bible at the Harry Ransom Center: CD-ROM Edition (Latin Edition): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Harry Ransom Center CD-ROM Gutenberg Bible to the rescue...By 
Daniel S. CiurroIn the early 1990's, is found a two volume "copy" of the Gutenberg Bible in a museum gift shop. It 

was around $100, and because I knew I could go back at anytime and buy it later, I bought something else. Suffice it to 
say, I do not own a "reproduction" of the Gutenberg Bible. I have found several web sites that carries copies of ancient 
manuscripts, etc, but the price is so high one would think they were buying the real deal. Gutenberg CD-ROM to the 
rescue! The Harry Ransom Center CD-ROM is a two disc set which not only has the entire book in their collection 

scanned in the most detail imaginable, but also includes a second disc with the history of the book in their collection. 
Yes, I would still like to have a hard copy to put on my shelves, but this CD-ROM is not only packed with the most 

wonderful information, the scans of the pages are so clear it's like having the book in your lap with a magnifying glass. 
I am very happy with this product!

Johann Gutenberg's magnificent 42-line Bible (B42) is the first surviving book printed with movable type. It was 
completed in Mainz, Germany, around 1455 and for centuries has held special significance for all bibliophiles and 
historians of the book. Each of the forty-eight surviving exemplars is unique, and the one belonging to the Harry 

Ransom Center at the University of Texas at Austin (acquired in 1978 and formerly the Pforzheimer Library copy) is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0292706162


one of the most fascinating and deserving of further study. Notable features of the two-volume Texas copy on paper 
are the copious indications of actual use dating from the 15th through the 17th centuries. These are found on over a 
third of its pages and include instructions on how and when passages were to be used in monastic services, marginal 
divisions of the text for reading aloud, lectionary marks, and textual corrections or insertions. In addition, the first 

volume of the Texas copy of the Gutenberg Bible contains over forty beautifully illuminated large initial letters added 
by artists around the time it was printed. It is now possible for those interested in the Bible, art history, and the history 

of the book to study all 1,282 individual pages of the Center's copy. This CD-ROM edition of the Ransom Center's 
Gutenberg Bible incorporates high-resolution and enlargeable "flattened" images of each page. The resolution permits 
easy viewing of such small details as the papermaker's hair embedded in the fibers of a page. This two-disk set may be 

used on both Windows and Macintosh computers with CD-ROM drives.


